Break the Link with
New Labour!

CWU members need a political voice
For a national ballot on funding the
Labour Party
A
big majority of London postal workers believe that
the CWU should stop funding the Labour Party. In a
consultative ballot where 64% of members voted - 98%
were opposed to the CWU financing the Labour Party.
Similar ballots in other areas would most likely see a
majority against funding Labour.
The CWU leadership should now organise a national
ballot on funding the Labour Party.
CWU members across the country are rightly livid at the
fact that millions of pounds of their money still goes to
lining the coffers of a party that represents the interests
of big business and private companies. Since 2001,
over six million pounds of CWU members’ money has
been paid to the Labour Party, with
£417,676.35 lining their pockets in 2009 alone!
Ballot
At the 2009 conference, the union leadership backed
a resolution to ballot membership about withdrawing
funds from New Labour if the government went ahead
with privatising Royal Mail. New
Labour is still ideologically committed to the privatisation
of the postal service, as Peter Mandelson’s actions over
the summer attest. Privatisation is off the agenda now
because in the face of the biggest economic crisis for
generations, the big business bidders have temporarily
dried up and the CWU campaign against privatisation
gained huge support from the public. But Labour are still
committed
to privatising Royal Mail.
But we all know that attacks on our postal service
continue, that a national agenda is being pursued to
cut back services and attack the union, and that this

The Steering Committee of the Campaign for a
New Workers Party, meeting in Birmingham on
Sunday, October 25, state their total support for
the Communication Workers' Union strike action
against cuts in pay, attacks on working conditions,
bullying management tactics, threats to their
pension fund and privatisation.
The fact that these attacks are taking place under
a Labour government clearly demonstrates the
need for a new party to represent the interests of
working class people.
is fully supported by New Labour. Postal workers in
many areas are being forced to take industrial action to
protect their jobs, conditions and pensions as well as
resisting the attacks on their union. The current ballot
on national action could see postal workers across the
countryhaving to take strike action while paying over
money to Labour who are behind these attacks. Whilst
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the issue of Royal Mail privatisation and Post Office
closures are key
issues for the CWU so too are the wider issues of the
anti-union laws, privatisation, cuts In public spending,
tuition fees, prescription charges, privatisation of NHS
services and the lack of decent council
housing.
In addition, BT which was privatised by the Tories has
been left in private hands under Labour to be run by
fat cats. This has resulted in cuts in pensions for BT
employees, the proposed loss of tens of thousands of
jobs in the industry and a pay freeze, just to add to the
misery. Agency workers have been dismissed overnight
with a week’s notice. Workers in the outsourced and
divested sector face the same attacks, in many cases
from a weaker position as they struggle to retain union
recognition.
All this points to the fact that New Labour no longer
represents the interests of working people. We need to
break the link with Labour and make steps towards a
new mass political party that can actually
fight in our interests.
The CWU London Region ballot result, along with
initiatives being taken up by activists in other unions,
could help prepare the ground for a working class
electoral challenge to New Labour. Members of the PCS
will shortly begin a consultation on backing trade union
candidates in elections. The RMT backed
the first ever all-Britain working class challenge to New
Labour in the recent European elections and hopefully
a similar trade union based electoral list will be put
forward at the next general election. It

Campaign for a New Workers’ Party
The Campaign for a New Workers' Party (CNWP)
was launched in 2006 by socialists, trade unionists,
community campaigners and young people who'd had
enough of the establishment parties and wanted to
fight for a working-class political voice.
The CNWP now has nearly 4000 supporters signed up
to it, including 40 members of trade union national
executives as well as many rank and file activists and
campaigners.
We are increasingly playing a role in pushing for
the affiliated trade unions to break the link with the
Labour Party and popularising the idea of a new,
independent mass party for working people. At
conferences of both the CWU and UNISON motions
were moved by CNWP supporters to review the link
with New Labour. Without the role that our campaign
has played, discussions such as these would not have
taken place.
Most ordinary trade unionists are rightly sickened at
the fact that money still finds its way into the coffers
of the Labour Party and we are consistently forcing a
debate in this area while at the same time raising the
need for a political alternative.
Our supporters are involved in many different
struggles across the country; a new mass workers'
party would play an important role in linking up these
struggles and giving new layers of working people the
confidence to fight back.
If you would like to get involved with the campaign, get
in touch at info@cnwp.org.uk.

seems the log-jam is beginning to break; CWU activists
have an important role to play in this.
To join the Campaign for a New Workers’ Party fill in the

Not one more penny to
big-business Labour!
Vote to break the link with
New Labour!
Support trade union candidates
that represent our interests
No to cuts and privatisation!
For a new mass workers’ party!

form below in clear capital print and return to PO Box
858, London E11 1YG. For more information visit
www.cnwp.go.uk, email info@cnwp.org.uk
or call 020 8558 7947
Yes, I’d like to join the Campaign for a New Workers’ Party
and enclose a cheque of £5 or more made payable to ‘CNWP’
to pay for my year’s subscription.
Name:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Tel No:___________________________________________
Email:____________________________________________
Trade Union:_______________________________________

